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Why use SSRS?
·Standard platform

·Reports are created and tested within Visual Studio 2005 
(VS.NET)

·In SQL Server 2005, Business Intelligence Development 
Studio (BIDS) is included as a free, alternative report 
designer

·Easy migration from BIDS to VS.NET



Why use SSRS?
·Cost

·SSRS is an integral part of SQL Server 2005 and is 
available in many editions, from Express to Enterprise

·When you purchase SQL Server, you get SSRS as well

·No other licencing or deployment costs!



Why use SSRS?
·Web-enabled

·SSRS is a Web-based reporting solution

·A single deployed report is accessible to a variety of 
clients, from the browser to custom Windows Forms 
and Web Forms

·Because reports are accessed via HTTP or HTTPS, you 
can view reports from any location that has access to the 
SSRS Web server so there is no need for client 
applications



Why use SSRS?
·Customisable

·SSRS provides two Web services

·It can be accessed programmatically to extend the 
delivery of reports beyond the browser

·You can also build custom management applications



Why use SSRS?
·Subscriptions

·Can deliver reports via e-mail or a file share

·Reports can be processed during off-peak hours

·Powerful and flexible caching options can drastically 
reduce the load on the database server



SQL Server Reporting Services
·Full-featured report writer and rendering engine

·Supports tabular, matrix, and chart reports

·Data can come from a variety of data sources



Supported report types
·Tabular

·Parameters and groups

·Aggregate data

·Totals and subtotals

·Matrix (aka crosstab or pivot)

·Charts and graphs

·Interactive, drill -down reports

·User-created ad-hoc reports



Data sources
·Microsoft SQL Server (versions 7.0 and later)

·Microsoft SQL Server Analysis Services (2000 and 
2005)

·Oracle

·Microsoft Access

·Other OLE DB data sources

·Other ODBC data sources

·XML data sources



Supported output formats
·HTML

·Default rendering format, versions 4.0 and 3.2

·PDF

·TIFF

·Guarantees a standard view of the report for all users

·Excel 97 or later

·CSV

·XML



Report Server
·Report Server is the reporting engine that runs and 

delivers reports 

·Consists of two core components:

·Windows service

· schedules and delivers reports

·Web service

· runs on IIS and .NET Framework

· provides programmable interfaces that all other interfaces use 
to create and run reports



Reporting Services repository
·Data store within SQL Server for:

·Reports

·Data sources

·Other reporting items

·By default, named ReportServer

·A second database ReportServerTempDBis also 
created ɀused for cached reports



Report Manager
·There are actually two Report Managers in SSRS 2005:

·Browser-based application that you and your users can 
use to manage Reporting Services 

· http://hostname/reports

·Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio snap-in 
provides equivalent functionality in a desktop 
application 

·Quicker to use if it's available



Report designer
·Installs into Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 

(Professional edition or better)
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Report Builder
·New for SSRS 2005

·A Windows desktop application that end users can use 
to build ad-hoc reports

·Works with Model Designer (see next slide)  



Model Designer
·Before end-users can create ad-hoc reports using 

Report Builder, you must use Model Designer to create 
data models that serve as starting points for users

·A tool for DBAs and database designers

·Allows you to create a simplified model of a complex 
database



SSRS licencing
·Licensed and installed as part of MS SQL Server 2005

·The version of Reporting Services is matched to the 
edition of SQL Server, e.g. Standard, Enterprise, etc.

·Enterprise Edition includes a few enterprise-class 
features that are not found in the Standard edition:
·Data-driven subscriptions
· Allows you to e-mail reports to lists of users stored in a 

database table

·Web Farm support
· Allows you to share a Report Server database across multiple 

IIS servers running SQL Server Reporting Services 



SQL Server Express version
·Remote data sources are not supported

·Must retrieve SQL Server relational data from a local 
SQL Server Express Database Engine instance

·No ad-hoc reporting (Report Builder)

·TIFF, XML, and CSV rendering not supported

·Scheduled report processing, caching, snapshots, 
subscriptions, and delivery are not supported



SSRS security overview
·There are two basic parts to security in SQL Server 

Reporting Services:

·Report Security

· Authentication and authorisation of users so they can execute 
and manage reports

·Data Source Security

· Authentication and authorisation of the executing report so it 
can gain access to the data source



Securing access to reports
·By default, SQL Server Reporting Services uses 

Windows authentication to authenticate users and 
authorise their access to Reporting Services resources

·This means that users need a Windows domain 
account in order to access reports 


